
The Riggs Surname Study RSA~1

THE FAMILIES IN SOUTH AFRICA: GROUP 1
DESCENDED FROM THOMAS RIGGS AND GRACE JANE nee EMERY © Geoff Riggs  December 2009  

  NAMES WITHIN FAMILY GROUP Occupation / forename variant / other note BORN  BAPTISED MARRIED  D = DIED, B = BURIED or Div = DIVORCED
= legitimate descent  = adopted (if stated), otherwise of illegitimate decent SRC  DATE PLACE SRC  DATE PLACE SRC  DATE PLACE ò SRC  DATE AGE PLACE D.or DIV. PLACE BURIED

  RIGGS male descent RIGGS female descent* RIGGS wife* FOOT- ABBREVIATIONS   m: = married; unm = unmarried; c =circa (about); YYYYQN = year/quarter of Civil Registration; RO = Register Office; NC = Non Conformist; MI = Monumental Inscription; Div = Divorced
  RIGGS dying childless not RIGGS (son-in-law etc) Events in England & Wales NOTES   PROVINCES: EC = Eastern Cape; GA = Gauteng; NC = Northern Cape; MP = Mpumalanga; OFS = Orange Free State; WC = Western Cape.    CITIES: Port Eliz = Port Elizabeth, EC ; Kimb = Kimberley, NC 
 * Details are not actively researched for wives pre-marriage or daughters post-marriage ò   RELIGION: Ang = Anglican; DRC = Dutch Reformed Church; Meth = Methodist; Presb = Presbyterian; WM = Wesleyan Methodist

(source 1) Grace Jane EMERY  was said to have been a 'Lady' in a big house with servants but after being orphaned she became a governess. Family tradition is that she met Thomas when visiting his bootmaking shop and married him against her family's wishes, and that one or both of them came from Devon.
(source 33/35) In 1815 when Sarah Mary was baptised, she was living at Taylor Buildings, nr St Martin in the Fields, London and Thomas was a bootmaker. However, Grace Jane was baptised In 1817 back in Plymouth, Devon and Thomas was a mariner
(source 34) In 1827 when Harriet Caroline was baptised, she was living at 11 Barretts Court, Marylebone. When Thomas died in 1831, he was living in Marylebone Lane, London
(source 1) Grace applied to the Children's Friend Society for help after her 12 year old son got into mischief whilst she was out working as a nurse to augment her parish relief. In 1834, her children were shipped by the Society to South Africa in a group of apprentices and she accompanied the group as a matron.

DEV~PLY  = Preceding Chart (William b.c1720 Plymouth, DEV)

ò
Thomas RIGGS ? Son of William RIGGS and Mary nee CRIMP ? 35 c1790 ENG 34 1790Dec12?Plymouth Charles, DEV? 33 1813Aug23 St Martin-in-the-Field, LND B 35 1831Jun21 40 St Marylebone, LND

m: Grace Jane EMERY emigrated 1834 Monthly Nurse 2 6 1787Mar/Apr ENG - not RIGGS not RIGGS 33 1813Aug23 St Martin-in-the-Field, LND D 6 1843Dec11 56y8m J.Morgenrood, Mount St
Sarah Mary emigrated 1834 IGI = Sarah Ann 2&6 1815Apr8 LND? ENG 33 1815Jly24 St Martin-in-the-Field, LND 26 1837Apr8 St George's, Grahamstown, EC - - not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS

m1: Henry WHITE 6 - not RIGGS not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS 26 1837Apr8 St George's, Grahamstown, EC - - not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS
?m2: - - - -? CONNELLY - not RIGGS not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS 2 - - not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS

Grace Jane emigrated 1834 2&6 LND? ENG 34 1817Apr18 Plymouth Charles, DEV 1 1841Aug10 Cape Town, WC - - not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS
m: Joseph MORGENROOD 3&6 - not RIGGS not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS 1 1841Aug10 Cape Town, WC - - not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS

? Mary Ann ?emigrated 1834 (care not listed with other children) 2 3 c1820 LND? ENG (died unm) (died unm) B 3 1841Aug27 21 Grahamstown, EC
John George emigrated 1834 Cradock Voters List 1882 2,4,6 c1822 LND? ENG (after 1843)

m: AlbertIne Victoria - - - -? sometimes spelled "Albertyne" - not RIGGS not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS
John George Albert 11 1853Sep3 Cradock, EC? 11 1853Nov4 Meth, Cradock, EC (died unm?) (died unm?) pre1856Sep?

Albertyne Victoria Louisa (bapt.recorded as RIGG) 1855Mch6 19 1855Mch25 Meth, Queenstown, EC
John George Edward 4 1856Sep8 4 1856Sep23 Meth, Queenstown, EC 22 c1933

m: Susan Elizabeth NELL? 8&9 - not RIGGS not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS
George Edward 8 5 1885May15 OFS 5 1885Nov3 WM, Kimb.
Albertina Louisa 6 1890Jly9 Longberg,Kimberley 6 1891Jly4 WM, Kimberley, NC 23 marr.twice marr.twice D 9 1966Jan1? - not RIGGS not RIGGS

m1: Ernest Hughes DICKMAN 9 1883Oct13 not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS 9 1913Apr5 Durban D 23 1924 - not RIGGS not RIGGS
m2: Hugh Alexander CRAIG - not RIGGS not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS 23 D 23 c1936 - not RIGGS not RIGGS

Elizabeth 7 1894Jly17 Wesselton, MP 7 1897Feb13 WM, Beaconsfield, NC 23 D 23 c1960 - not RIGGS not RIGGS
m: Arthur (aka Alfred) Edward AUSTIN - not RIGGS not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS 23 D 23 c1967 - not RIGGS not RIGGS

Frederick William (care: death could relate to his uncle below) 8 1896Nov16 Wesselton, MP 8 1897Feb13 WM, Beaconsfield, NC 23 D? 23 c1943?
m: Mary - - - -? - not RIGGS not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS 23

? Jemima Anne 9

m: - - - - SHUTTLEWORTH 9
? Johannes Moses 9

Amelia Eleanor Alice 9 1858Dec9 9 1859Jan23 Meth, Queenstown, EC 10 1878Jan31 Meth, Cradock, EC - - not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS
m: Edwin PLUMRIDGE - pre1856 not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS 10 1878Jan31 Meth, Cradock, EC - - not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS

Samson Daniel 12 1860Jly30 Cradock, EC? 12 1860Oct29 Meth, Cradock, EC
Thomas Charles Augustus 13 1865Dec15 Cradock, EC? 13 1866Sep9 Meth, Cradock, EC
Frederick William (care: death could relate to his nephew above) 14 1870Jan4 Cradock, EC? 14 1870Apr10 Meth, Cradock, EC D? 23 c1943?

m: Lucy - - - -? - not RIGGS not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS
Charles 28 c1894 B 28 1900Sep25 6 Meth, Cradock, EC
Gladys Vere Fanny 15 1896Jly9 Cradock, EC 15 1897Feb6 Meth, Cradock, EC
Frederick Vernon killed in WW1 7 16 1898Sep14 Cradock, EC 16 1899Feb19 Meth, Cradock, EC (died unm) (died unm) D 27 1916Sep11 18 Northern France, WW1 Villers-Au-Bois, FRA
Douglas Lennox 17 1901Mch27 Cradock, EC 17 1903Mch28 Meth, Cradock, EC
Olga Mavis 5 18 1905Aug30 Cradock, EC 18 1906Jan22 Meth, Cradock, EC
John Alfred Cousin:Theo RIGGS, Palapye District, African Botswana 5 29 1909Mar8 Cradock, EC D 5&29 1997Dec25 Kirkwood Old Age Home

m: May ASHWELL 5 D 5 1984Feb19 Port Elizabeth, EC
Raymond John 5 5&30 1939May29 Uitenhage, EC 5 Ang, Uitenhage, EC 5 Port Elizabeth, EC D 5&31 1997Apr15 Kirkwood, EC Kirkwood (cremated)

m: Juanita Henrietta COMBRINCK 5 5 1940Jun8 Germiston, GA 5 Port Elizabeth, EC D 5 1984Jan30 Port Elizabeth, EC Port Elizabeth, EC
John Mark Confirmed 1986 DRC, Kirkwood, EC, now living Gauteng 5 5 1968Jne10 Port Elizabeth, EC 5 1968 Ang, Port Elizabeth, EC
Dion Clinton 5 5 1970Jly30 Port Elizabeth, EC

Dennis Keith 5 31 1943Dec14 D 30 1995Mch14

m: ---- ----?
Joy Anne 5

m: ----? FROST 5 - pre1856 not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS
Harriet Caroline emigrated 1834 2&6 35 1824Apr11 LND? ENG 35 1827Dec25 St Marylebone, LND 1841Jly13 WM, Cape Town WC D 2&21 1877Dec2 - Cape Town, WC not RIGGS

m: William WELLS 6 - not RIGGS not RIGGS - not RIGGS not RIGGS 1841Jly13 WM, Cape Town WC



EXACT RELATIONSHIP TO ABOVE GROUP NOT YET ESTABLISHED

Theodore Boswell Palapye District, Afr. Botswana - see John Alfred above - 5 20 c1926 20 1955Aug1 Port Eliz, St.Columbus Presb
m: Verna Ellen PRESSLY 20 c1935 20 1955Aug1 Port Eliz, St.Columbus Presb

Bruce Safari operator & professional hunter, of Gabarone, Botswana  5
m: Iris ----? Nursery school owner/proprietor 5

Winston now of Port Elizabeth? 5 Uitenhage, EC ?
m: ---- ----? 5

John George (forename suggests descendant of John George Edward) 23 23 pre1948
m: Maisie Helena HOCKWELL 23&32 (marr twice) (marr twice) DIV 14 1948 Cape Town, WC

m1: John George RIGGS 23 23 pre1948
m2: Horst MEIER 32 32 pre1970

NOTE 1 SOURCES OF DATA
[For detailed references of the records in the National Archives of South Africa - http://www.national.archsrch.gov.za/ - please see separate Sources page]
  1 = Merryl Wells
  2 = LDS Ancestral File Submission:  AF92-106246 Doreen Wynson Wells (Bennee) Wiley, #8 2727 Lakeshore Rd, VERNON BC, Canada VIT 6Y5 
  3 = "Old Cemeteries Grahamstown East Cape South Africa" publ Genealogical Soc of SA - East Cape Branch Port Elizabeth June 1996 (page 70):  SoG Library Refce AFR/M8

Also Graham's Town Journal 1841Sep TNA Refce CO53/14 - transcript viewable online at http://www.genealogyworld.net/settlers/journal_35.html
  4 = LDS Film #1560874, Item 2, #88
  5 = LDS Film #1560962, Item 22, #1442
  6 = LDS Film #1560962, Item 23, #368
  7 = LDS Film #1560962, Item 20, #386

  8 = LDS Film #1560962, Item 20, #385
  9 = LDS Film #1560874, Item 2, #255
10 = LDS Film #1560899, Item 4, #261

11 = LDS Film #1560965, Item 15, #265
12 = LDS Film #1560965, Item 15, #516
13 = LDS Film #1560965, Item 15, #876
14 = LDS Film #1560965, Item 16, #134
15 = LDS Film #1560965, Item 17, #565
16 = LDS Film #1560965, Item 17, #625
17 = LDS Film #1560965, Item 18, #13
18 = LDS Film #1560965, Item 18, #90
19 = LDS Film #1560874, Item 2, #24
20 = LDS Film #1560904, Item 9, #1/55
21 = Cape Town Archives Repository: Master of the Supreme Court, Cape Town. Death Notices
22 = Cape Town Archives Repository: Master of the Supreme Court, Cape Town. Estate Papers. (Death Notices, Wills and Inventories)
23 = Pietermaritzburg Archives Repository: Master of the Supreme Court. Estates

24 = Cape Town Archives Repository: The Registrar, Cape Supreme Court. Illiquid Cases
25 = LDS IGI Submission:  IGI(97) Film #: 184140, Page #: 1209, Ordinance #: 33672 AND IGI(93&97) Film #: 183485, Page #: 948, Ordinance #: 32156
26 = Graham's Town Journal 1837May18 TNA Refce CO53/14 transcript viewable online at http://www.genealogyworld.net/settlers/journal_35.html

27 = Commonwealth War Graves Commission website http://www.cwgc.org/
28 = LDS Film #1560899, Item 1, #328
29 = Govt Gazette 1998Feb13: Notices to Creditors in Deceased Estates - Estate No.86/98/2 Id No, 0903085018005 Source: www.Ancestry24.co.za (subscriber content)
30 = Govt Gazette 1997Aug22: Notices to Creditors in Deceased Estates - Estate No.1284/97 Id No.3905295033085 Source: www.Ancestry24.co.za (subscriber content)
31 = Govt Gazette 1995May12:Notices to Creditors in Deceased Estates - Estate No.986/95/2 Id No.4312145062001 Source: www.Ancestry24.co.za (subscriber content)
32 = Cape Town Archives Repository: The Registrar, Cape Supreme Court. Illiquid Cases (restitution of Conjugal Rights - 1970)
33 = Westminster City Archives, London, Parish Registers
34 = Devon Archives Office, Parish Registers
35 = London Metropolitan Archives, Parish Registers - viewable online at Ancestry.co.uk

NOTE 2 Children's Friend Society Ship 12 "Thomas Snooks" Capt. Plummer, Dep. Gravesend 10 April 1834 Arrv. Cape Town 26 June 1834 Craig & Lisette Cousins SOUTH-AFRICA-L@rootsweb.com 2001MAY28
Apprentice: Riggs, John George; Master: Lt.Col.Craigie; Capacity: as House Servant
Apprentice: Riggs, Grace Jane; Master: Rev.B.Shaw; Capacity: as House Servant
Apprentice: Riggs, Harriet; Master: J.Calf; Capacity: as House Servant

Apprentice: Riggs, Sarah ; Master: Capt.C.J.Selwyn; Capacity: as House Servant
NOTE 3 Although no record has been found for a baptism of Grace Jane, a Grace Jane is included in the list for Children's Friend Society Ship 12 with Grace Jane Riggs nee Emery's other children

Jane Riggs married Joseph Morgenrood as indicated. The Death Notice of Grace Jane Riggs (Note 6) states thatdeath occurred at J.Morgenrood's house in Mount Street, and he was the informant.

Therefore  the Grace Jane in the shipping list and the Jane who married Joseph Morgenrood both refer to a daughter of Grace Jane Riggs nee Emery rather than Grace Jane herself.
Jane Riggs was a witness to the marriage of Richard Bacchus and Mary Ann Elizabeth Dawley on 1839Dec 2 at St George's Church, Cape Town - source: www.Ancestry24.co.za (subscriber content)

NOTE 4 John George Riggs stood trial for murder in Cradock in 1863. Source: Cape Town Archives Repository, The Registrar, Cape Supreme Court. Criminal Cases (1828 - 1961)
"Record Of Proceedings Of Criminal Case. Circuit Court, Cradock. The Queen Versus John George Riggs. Murder" Vol.1/2/1/73; Book 1; Refce 20 - http://www.national.archsrch.gov.za/
But he was probably found "not guilty" because two further sons were born in 1865 and 1870, and he was listed in the 1882 Voters Lst in the Electoral Division and the Field Cornetcy of Cradock (source Ancestry24.co.za)

NOTE 5 Information supplied by John Mark RIGGS (born 1968Jne10 - see above)
NOTE 6 Death Notice of Grace Jane Riggs (copy held)
NOTE 7 Commonwealth War Graves Commission website http://www.cwgc.org/ states: "Born at Cradock, Cape Colony. Son of Frederick William and Lucy Riggs, of 3, Luyt St., Uitenhage, Cape Colony."
NOTE 8 "ROLFONTIEN" appears after Susan Elizabeth's forenames (with a question mark) in the baptismal record of her son George Edward. However  this might refer to her place of origin, 

because ROLFONTEIN Nature Resserve is south of Vanderkloof, just inside the Northern Province border with the Orange Free State.  Her surname appears elsewhere as "NELL" (see Note 9)
NOTE 9 Source: Ian Leslie Nell's website at http://homepages.acenet.co.za/iannel/index.html


